Chapter 8: Community Interventions

Self Study Questions

1. Can community sentences ever operate as effective ‘alternatives to custody’?

Model answers should include:

· A discussion of past and present attempts to provide alternatives to custody (e.g. ISSP).
· A review of their achievements in: reducing the use of custody; preventing reoffending; rehabilitating offenders.
· A discussion of some of the possible reasons for these outcomes.
· Some ideas about the sentencing tariff and its influence.
· Reflections on whether it is possible for community sentences to act as genuine alternatives, or whether they should b based on alternative aims and objectives.
2. Do you think community interventions should be judged according to their ability to prevent reoffending? Explain your answer.

Model answers should include:

· A discussion of the reasons for the prominence of crime prevention as an objective of community interventions.
· Evaluation of the policy context, and the influence of legislation such as the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 (Sec 37).
· A review of the evidence of the success (or not) of one or more community interventions in achieving this goal.
· Consideration of other possible aims and objectives (such as: punishment, rehabilitation, reconciliation).
· A discussion of the possible reasons for prioritising alternative objectives.
· An indication of the author’s preferred approach and her/his reasons for this.
